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LEORA CASHE and the Hoss
hshoroft Opara House Feb. 15

wggart Trio bring Another Side Now The Songs of Joni Mitchell 10
At izl g Mitchell's Clouds album

/

WEST COAST QUARTET
SETS FOLK-ERA HITS TO JAZZ

By MIKE YOUDS
E.'E!II?' Mews Sl Repors

pomn Coashie 15 capvimve on &

carouse] of time amd loving
the ride

The Vancouver jarr and

gospe] singer has codme full cir
ol waih ok ik ge ST TR
Another Side Mow: The Sangs
of Joni WMitchell, hacked by
We=t Coast jozz artists the
Ross Taggart Trio, They're do
ing & mini-tour of the Interior
stopping at Ashoroft Opera

There's somiet iy Very Inm-
1ate aholl the Wiy :-h:.'
Groswing up the daughrer of

in Manmdlle. Alra

Cishe 5 voioe Stood ouf ot

chiurch chaoir. In a kinder-

mIrien moment o II"'.'F'|||I|I"

thie locol newspaper, save her a

sl review for het' role in

e Flower Shop Window
Wihen ber older sister

brought home Joni Mitchell's

Clouds album she fell m love

with the miisie That would

ARl eti

It watsn't as though she wing
starved for sucoess, She drmy
eriticnl acclaim lor hier miles o
Anne of Green Gabhles and A
Closer Walk with Patsy Cling
Her 2001 gebut CD Tears of
fony was nominated for best
pospe] recording in the Wes
Coass Wusic Awards.

It wais “Tom Arntzen, the
lomgtime Islamd [aee mesician
and aficionado, who persuad-
edl her to make the leap to tra-
ditional jazz. He helped hes
put together her first demo, in

She is the voice that embodies the vast landscape of our Canadian
consclousness, — Leora Cashe on Joni Mitchell's music

House Feb. 15,

I really love her music,’
Cashe sand from Vanoouver
“Her hyrics speak huge colours
and speak 1o us on a profound
bewel. T think Joni Michell's
MLEIC 5 COming i 1S oW
and it 18 part of the Canadian
SO0

Anather Side Now offers e
freshine jazz takes on songs
from Mitchedl's fipst four al
hinis, reconded in her folk
rock period in-the late "60%,
early 7ls, Cashe doess 't 1mi-
tate the arrist's legendan
voice bt sings instead ina
lower key on Dit songs such as
Carey, The Circle Ganme and
Bach Sides Mow

*Tt's & mmibute. and for me sl's
|1-;:|[|.-|_'|'|_|r'.r|g | p:i:u,_:" Il rI::.‘ Neart
that nspired me to sing. It's
thar heartfelt expreéssion that,
a8 a vocalist, really nffects me

prove 1o be both an advantage
and a disadvantase Liter in
e

“Inn 1980, Twent 1o school ot
Grant McEwan College in Ed-
mionion and the only songs |
knew were from Jond's reper-
foire, 50 thiose were the songs |
e, | went there o study e
bt | wasn't aware of Sarah
Vaughan or Elld Fizgerald.”

HEf IT ||'|‘;:|'-Z { 1'ir1.;.:|.'|.! WIET)
che cut her hair ih bangs, Jomi-
style, “but it was at that mo-
et | had an epiphamy.™

Encouraged to find her owm
voice at school, she stopped
singing Joni Mitchell songs
buit even when she graduated
from jazz school she cotuldn'
relate w jazz. For the next 10
vears she sang R4H, gospel
and muesical theatre in the
Lower Mainland and on the Is-

land.

cluding o Joni frack

"t was then that he inspired
me o do a whote album of
funes, but back theén Twasn'
feeling confident enough
where I felt [ could inverpret-in
A jazr ven.

Pive vears passed before she
entered 8 studio with the RHoss
laggart Trio, one of the Wes
Cinast’s Toremost [aZr CTISEm-
bles, w0 cur an all-Joni album
The group is comprised of
[aggarn on piano, Darrén
Radtke on bass and Bufl Allen
on drums. Tageart and Allen
are poth Juno winners

The groove is cool, “mad
jazz." with Cashe's sultry vo
cals always in the spotlight,
bt the meaning is mome im-
portant to her than the ammos
phrEre

“As a gospel singer coming
ter jaiz, it's also the lyrics. Jom
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Mitchell's
miiise 15 50 beautiful 1o do this
with because it has such an
exdguisite text and speaks on 5o
many levels”

In the mid-70s Mitchell
maoved to faer g well, collabo-
rating with jazz legend
Charles Mingus before he disd
of ALS. The album, Mingus,
Was an artistic trivmph bur
not the commercal success of
her earier work,

Mot unlike Mitchell, Cashe
finds its more important to fol-
low an artistic path rarher
than a commercial one.

“The muse in my heart 13 the
truth and it's more mponant
ho connect to that, When vou
look at Joni Mivchell, that's
been imporant in her life”

Last year Mirchell released
Shine, her first recording of
MEW SONES I nine years, O
the same day, jazz great Her-
bi¢ Hancock released River:
The Joni Letters, a compilaton
of tribute tracks featuring
wiell-known artists such as No-
rah Jones, Leonard Coben,
Tina Turner and a vocal con-
tribution by Mitchell herself

¥Her audience has grown
mremendously,” Cashe said.

"She iz definitely gemming re
spect in that genre now. | hon
estly think — if you take the

Japanese view — that the
fongevity factor will kick in”

INCONCERT

WHO: Leofa Cashe nnd the
Ross Taggart Trio pasform
Another Side Now . The
Songs of Jonl Mitchel|

WHENM: Fex. 15, 8 p.m.
Dinnerat T p.m.
WHERE: Ashcroft Opara
Hiolse

TICKETS: Call 453-%00% o1
e-mall info@ashcroft
oparahouse.com




